
Priesthood Sunday 
 

October 27, 2013 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Three simple catechetical lessons for any age group based on this Sunday’s 
Scripture readings 

 
Lesson One – Gospel 

 
Reading:  Luke 18: 9-14 
 
Theme: Proper attitudes 
 
Objective:  To help students understand that our faith calls us to have a proper 
attitude toward our faith and religious practices. 
  
Reflection: Every priest is called to serve God’s people in word and deed. They 
are prepared for their ministry by understanding the importance and priority of  
a proper spiritual disposition. Pope Francis reminds of the virtue of humility and 
service to the poor.  In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds us that priest’s are called to 
be servant leaders who serve the people of God with Christ centered humility.  
 
Activity:  Do a dramatic reading of the Gospel by dividing the text into three 
parts: 
 
Narrator and Jesus. Have the student assume the roles and act out the Gospel 
passage. 
 
After the reading appoint another student to act as a first century news reporter 
doing an interview for the Jerusalem TV station WJER. Have the student reporter 
ask questions of the students/audience for that evening’s news cast. 
 

1. What is Jesus trying to tell the crowds by this story?       
Do think that the Pharisee was setting the right example by his prayer?  
Do you think they really practice what they preach?  

 
2. Who do you think was more honest in their prayer to God, the Pharisee or 

the tax collector?  Why? 
 

3. To Jesus – What exactly is the point of your parable? Doesn’t God hear 
both the prayer of the Pharisee and the tax collector? 

 
4.  Do you think the Pharisees got the point of your answer? What 

Exactly did you mean about humbling yourself to be exalted? Isn’t that a 
contradiction? 
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5. To the class – Do you think the Pharisees got along with Jesus? Were 

they more concerned about religious practices than sincerity? 
 
6. In general – How can our priests help us understand the idea of servant 

leadership? How do they understand the place of humility in their  
Priestly ministry? 

 
Finally – Print out the Gospel reading and cut up 3 or 4 lines of the text so 
that there are 7 or 8 pieces. Divide your class into 3 or 4 small groups and 
give each group the 7 or 8 pieces of the Gospel story. Instruct the students to 
read their piece of the story then work as a small group to put it together in 
sequence from the first line to the last.  Give the group a piece of cardboard 
and glue sticks. Have them arrange the story in order and glue the pieces to 
the cardboard. See how accurately they can remember the story line and the 
sequence of events. Have each small group present their story to the class. 
Check the Bible for accuracy. 
 

 
Lesson Two – Second Reading 

 
Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 
Theme:   Persistence  
 
Objective: To help students realize the value of being faithful to the end. 
 
Reflection: Through Baptism and Confirmation we are consecrated to the 
common priesthood of the faithful. The spirit is received at our Baptism and 
sealed at our Confirmation. When we connect to the potential of the Spirit in 
our lives we are given the strength and fortitude to live and act as disciples to 
the risen Lord in humble service and gratitude. 
 
Activities 
 
1. Pass out index cards and ask the students to write down one quality an 

athlete or runner needs to compete in sport. (E.g. proper diet, training, 
stretching, proper shoes and equipment, etc.) Ask the students to read off 
their items and write them on the chalk board or poster board. 

2. Next ask the students to write down one quality that a Christian would 
need to stay strong in their faith. (E.g. prayer, fortitude, good friends, 
community, religious icons, etc.) Collect the cards and divide the class into 
two groups or teams. Shuffle the index cards and starting with team # 1, 
read one of the “qualities” on an index card and ask the group to use the 
word in a sentence. (E.g. a Christian needs strong friends to remain 
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faithful.) Award 10 points for each correct sentence. Continue the process 
for team # 2 and proceed back and forth until each card has been used.  
 
Bonus Round:  Return to the first card and repeat the game, only this time 
have each group think of a reverse quality or situation that would prohibit 
or deter a person from practicing their faith. (E.g. instead of prayer – 
computer games; instead of fortitude – laziness; etc.) This time award 20 
points for each creative answer. 

 
 

3. Timothy states that he “was rescued from the Lion’s mouth. The Lord will 
rescue me from every evil threat.” 

 
Ask the students to think of what “evil threats” are present in the world 
today. What temptations are they facing or having to confront in their 
own lives. Break the class into groups of 4 – 5 and have them share their 
responses with each other. Have the group share one or two of their 
responses. 
 
Extra Credit: Invite your class to create a Top 10 list of the most difficult 
challenges, difficulties a person faces to live their faith in today’s world.  
E.g. Greed, consumerism, Sexual permissiveness, lack of spirituality, 
laziness, peer pressures, etc.) Invite your pastor to visit your class and 
have him share the thoughts and insights of the above Top 10 activity with 
him. Ask your pastor to share a little of his own thoughts on the challenges 
of being a faithful Christian and Catholic in today’s world.  See how many 
issues he would agree with or change. Finally ask him where “the Lord 
stood by him and gave him strength” in a tough situation in his ministry. 

 
 

Lesson Three – First Reading 
 
Reading:    Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-18 
 
Theme:      God favors the poor 
 
Objective:  To help students to identify the poor in today’s world and 
respond to their needs. 
 
Reflection: God call some baptized men to serve him through the 
vocation of deacon or the priesthood. The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
ordains men to serve either as deacons or priests to serve the community 
through teaching, worship and servant leadership. Pope Francis has 
challenges us to be a “Church of and for the poor.” In today’s reading from 
Sirach we are reminded that God hears the cry of the widow, the orphan, 
the poor and oppressed in our midst.  
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Activity: Divide the class into groups of 4. Give each small group a piece 
of poster board, scissors and glue sticks. Begin by having each group 
read a part of the section from Sirach and put the passage into their own 
words for today’s society. Then distribute current news magazines and 
have students look for words or pictures of people in need. Have them cut 
out words and photos and create a collage for service on their poster 
board. When each group is finished have them decide how their parish 
church (or the Diocesan church) priest, deacons and laity can help 
alleviate the needs of the poor by concrete actions. Have each group 
share their poster with the class. 
 
Extra Credit: If time permits have each group turn the poster over and 
create a Deacon and Priest acronym. Have them spell out the word D-E-
A-C-O-N and P-R-I-E-S-T in a column and think of a work or word that 
describes their role or ministry. 
 
E.g. D – Disciple   P – Prayer leader 
 E - Evangelizer  R – Reconciler 
 A – Advocate for the poor I – Imitator of Christ 
 C – Community Builder E – Example  
 O – Other minded  S – Steward  
 N -      T –  
 
Have each small group explain their acronym and what it means to the 
class. 

 
More Extra Credit 

 
 

1. Romero (For older youth Grades 7 – 12 and adult audiences) 
 

If time allows rent a copy of the DVD Romero and show all or part of it to 
the class. After wards reflect on Archbishop Romero’s ministry as a bishop 
and how he served the poor in his Diocese of El Salvador. What caused 
him to face the military government and speak for the rights of the poor? 
How did prayer influence his spiritual life and move him to action? If he 
were alive today what would he say about how we treat immigrants in our 
country? Would Romero’s views be accepted by Catholics in the United 
States? Who are the prophetic voices in today’s Catholic Church?  

 
 
 
 
2. Thank you notes: 
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After reflecting on today’s readings, have each student write a “thank you” 
note to their parish priest or pastor. Have them identify one or two qualities 
they admire in him. (You might also invite the class to take their notes 
home and email their thoughts to their priest or pastor) 

 
3. Seminarian Visit 
  

Contact your diocesan Vocation Director and arrange for a seminarian to 
visit your class room to discuss his decision to discern a vocation to the 
priesthood. Give each student an index card and instruct them to write one 
or two questions might want to ask a seminarian. Collect the questions put 
them in a box or hat and mix them up. Have the seminarian draw a 
question and read it aloud and respond as honestly as he is able. Be 
prepared for some interesting discussion. 

 
4. We Are Called 
  

Obtain a DVD of David Haas’ song We Are Called. (c. 1988 GIA 
Publications, Inc.) Play the song in class.  Explain that even though it is 
based on the Old Testament text of Micah 6:8, it relates well to this 
Sunday’s readings. Divide the class into small groups  and give each 
group a verse of the song to reflect on and think about. 
Each group should analyze the refrain as well.  Have the each group put 
their verse into their own words and to think of concrete examples of how 
the words might be put into action in today’s world. If time permits have 
the class extrapolate from the words an application to the ministry of the 
priesthood. Continue to relate the words and theme of the song to today’s 
readings. Finish by singing the song. You might contact your parish music 
minister and request the song be sung at an upcoming liturgy.  Have your 
students prepared to listen for the song at Mass and report back to you 
during a future class.  

 5 


